
U.S. Support of Haitian Government’s Unilateral Acts, Silence in Face  Grave Violations, Undermines 
Democracy & Human Rights 
 
As U.S.-based human rights organizations and law school clinics working in solidarity with Haitian civil society, 
we condemn the Trump Administration’s pressure on Haitian actors to acquiesce to an unconstitutional electoral 
process, while ignoring escalating violence and human rights violations that undermine the possibility of free 
elections.  
 
In a briefing on September 16, 2020, a senior U.S. State Department official encouraged President Moïse to 
unilaterally appoint a provisional electoral council (CEP) to organize elections without input from the civil 
society sectors traditionally consulted in this process. The official went on to warn Haitian civil society and 
opposition groups to go along with the process, threatening that further resistance is “going to start to have 
consequences.” The U.S. Embassy disseminated the statement on social media in English and in Kreyòl.  
 
Haitian civil society has widely rejected the statement as an improper act of interference that disregards the 
difficulties of holding free elections in the current repressive climate. We share the concern that the message sets 
a dangerous, anti-democratic precedent and emboldens President Moïse’s increasingly authoritarian rule.   
 
Following the September 16 statement, President Moïse appointed members to the CEP by decree, and also 
tasked them with organizing a constitutional referendum.  President Moïse has previously stated that the purpose 
of constitutional reform should be to strengthen the power of the executive.  The Haitian Bar Federation, 
constitutional law scholars, and civil society groups have condemned this move as unconstitutional.  Yet, on 
September 21, the U.S. Embassy in Port-au-Prince characterized the decree establishing a new council an 
“important step,” and called for elections to be scheduled as soon as possible. The Supreme Court refused to 
convene to swear in the new CEP, but the President proceeded to install the new councilors.  
 
Moïse and his government are credibly accused of corruption and involvement in escalating human rights 
abuses, including those targeting opposition groups. After the terms of most members of Parliament ended 
without Moïse submitting an electoral law to guide the election of their replacements, the president began ruling 
by decree in January 2020.  Since then, there has been a rise in severe and violent attacks, including: 

• The assassination of high-profile lawyer and head of the Port-au-Prince bar, Monferrier Dorval, on 
August 28, 2020.  Mr. Dorval was killed just hours after a radio broadcast where he criticized the 
government for dysfunction and stated opposition to the president’s unilateral push for Constitutional 
reform. Dorval had previously joined a statement denouncing more than two dozen presidential decrees 
signed by Moïse.  

• In the past few years, multiple massacres have taken place in impoverished neighborhoods that are 
traditional opposition strongholds.  Perpetrators of the massacres use rape and sexual assault, and human 
rights and women’s rights organizations note a rise in gender-based violence.  On August 31, 2020, a 
coalition of gangs called the G9, that reportedly enjoys government support, attacked the Bel-Air 
neighborhood in Port-au-Prince and forced hundreds of families to flee to a makeshift settlement in a 
public park. In June and July 2020, at least 111 people were killed in Cite Soleil another impoverished 
Port-au-Prince neighborhood.  Human rights organizations documented 18 cases of rape in Cite Soleil.  
These attacks are widely considered as politically motivated, and follow the brutal massacre in the 
opposition stronghold of La Saline in 2018, during which at least 70 people were killed and 18 people 
were raped.  Exactly one year later, 24 people were murdered in a similar attack in Bel-Air.1  The UN and 
other human rights observers have noted evidence of officials with ties to Moïse in the killings, but no 
one has been held criminally accountable. Further, the leader of the G9, a former police officer named 

 
1 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/HT/Haiti_Rapport_Bel_Air.pdf and  



   
 

   
 

Jimmy Cherizier, who has ties to the Moïse administration, has been credibly reported to have planned 
and ordered the La Saline and Bel-Air massacres. 

• In the last week, Haitian National Police officers shut down parts of the capital in protest to call for the 
release of five police officers who were arrested for abandoning their posts just prior to Dorval’s 
assassination. During the protests, they burned down the Office of National Identification, which issues 
the national identity cards required to participate in elections.  

 
We urge the U.S. government to recognize the legitimate concerns that Haiti’s human rights and civil society 
organizations have articulated and put an end to statements that undermine these concerns. The U.S. 
government should plainly denounce the human rights violations allegedly being committed by those with links 
to the president. Instead of supporting impunity, the U.S. should call for investigations and accountability. We 
also call on members of U.S. Congress to continue to stand in solidarity with Haiti and to speak out against the 
dangerous support of unaccountable power in the name of democracy.  
 
 
Signatories: 
American Jewish World Service  
Center for Gender and Refugee Studies 
Family Action Network Movement (FANM) 
Gender Action 
Global Justice Clinic, NYU School of Law2 
Haitian Bridge Alliance 
Haitian Women for Haitian Refugees 
Haitian Women’s Collective 
International Human Rights Clinic, Harvard Law School 
Institute for Justice and Democracy in Haiti 
Project Blueprint 
Quixote Center 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
2 This communication does not purport to represent the institutional views, if any, of New York University. 


