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KHIARA BRIDGES is Professor of Law and Professor of Anthropology at Boston University. She has 

written extensively on race, class, reproductive rights, and the intersection of the three. Her scholarship 

has appeared or will soon appear in the Stanford Law Review, the Columbia Law Review, the California 

Law Review, among many other journals. She is the author of The Poverty of Privacy Rights (Stanford U. 

Press 2017) and Reproducing Race: An Ethnography of Pregnancy as a Site of Racialization (U. of California 

Press 2011). She sits on the Academic Advisory Council of Law Students for Reproductive Justice, and she 

is a co-editor of a reproductive justice book series that is published under the imprint of the University 

of California Press. Dr. Bridges graduated as valedictorian from Spelman College, receiving her degree 

in three years. She received her JD from Columbia Law School and her PhD, with distinction, from 

Columbia University’s Department of Anthropology. While in law school, she was a teach-ing assistant 

for the former dean, David Leebron (Torts), as well as for the late E. Allan Farnsworth (Contracts). She was 

a member of the Columbia Law Review and a Kent Scholar. She speaks fluent Spanish and basic Arabic, 

and she is a classically trained ballet dancer who continues to perform professionally in New York City.

MARTIN GUGGENHEIM is the Fiorello LaGuardia Professor of Clinical Law at NYU Law School 

and co-director of the Family Defense Clinic. Professor Guggenheim’s work has focused on children’s 

rights, parents’ rights, child welfare, and juvenile justice, as a litigator and scholar. Among the books 

he’s written are Representing Parents in Child Welfare Proceedings (American Bar Association 2015; with 

Vivek Sankaran) and What’s Wrong with Children’s Rights (Harvard 2007). Guggenheim is a 1971 graduate 

of NYU School of Law where he was an Arthur Garfield Hays Civil Liberties Scholar. After law school, 

Guggenheim worked at the Juvenile Rights Division of New York City’s Legal Aid Society as a staff 

attorney and in its special litigation unit. He also was a staff attorney for four years in the Juvenile Rights 

Project of the American Civil Liberties Union Foundation.

CHANEL PORCHIA-ALBERT, CD, CLC, CHHC, is the founder of Ancient Song Doula Services, a 

reproductive health organization focused on providing educational resources and full spectrum doula 

services to women of color and marginalized communities. Her work within infant and maternal health 

has led her across the globe to Uganda, where she has served as a maternal health strategist in rural 

areas impacted by war to address the lack of resources to birthing mothers. Porchia-Albert is a certified 

lactation counselor, midwifery assistant, and vegan chef, and has served on various advisory boards 

throughout the country. Currently, she serves as consultant for the NYC Department of Health in Mental 

Hygiene engaging and educating providers in birth justice and a Know Your Rights framework, as well 

as on the advisory board at Ariadne Labs at Harvard School of Public Health. She has been featured in 

various articles, research projects, and speaking events addressing racism, structural oppression, and 

birthing in America. In her downtime, you can find her spending time with her six children. 

CHERISSE SCOTT has worked as an educator, advocate and activist in Reproductive Justice for almost 10 

years. She is the Founder and CEO of SisterReach, currently the only Reproductive Justice organization in the 

state of Tennessee, which offers the framework as a new way of strategizing and organizing on the local and 

state level. SisterReach works from a three-pronged strategy of reproductive and sexual health education, 

policy and advocacy on behalf of women and girls of color, poor women, rural women and their families.



CYNTHIA SOOHOO is a Professor and Co-Director of the Human Rights and Gender Justice Clinic 

at CUNY Law School. Her scholarship focuses on reproductive justice, youth justice, and U.S. human 

rights. Professor Soohoo’s scholarship and advocacy focuses on inter-sectional identities and barriers to 

reproductive health and abortion services, including affordability, regulatory burdens, attacks on health 

providers, and criminalization of pregnant women. She uses international and comparative law to reframe 

the domestic reproductive justice conversation and develop theories to expand legal protections for 

women’s reproductive autonomy. She has authored submissions to the U.S. Supreme Court, appellate 

courts and international forums on access to abortion, forced sterilization and criminalization of women’s 

reproductive choices. She was U.S. Legal Program Director, Center for Reproductive Rights from 2008-

2011 where she managed U.S. litigation and state advocacy and spearheaded CRR’s U.S. human rights 

work and Law School Initiative. From 2001-2007, she was U.S. Human Rights Program Director, Human 

Rights Institute, Columbia Law School and a supervising attorney for the Human Rights Clinic. She is board 

chair, U.S. Human Rights Network and serves on the National Economic and Social Rights Initiative board. 

She is a former If/When/How national board member and co-edits the Reproductive Rights Prof Blog.

MELISSA TORRES-MONTOYA is a sexual and reproductive justice advocate who has spent the 

past five years advancing policies to better include and meet the needs of women living with HIV. She 

is currently the Policy Director of the National Network of Abortion Funds. Melissa is a native Californian 

and graduate of the University of California at Davis and Berkeley, earning her J.D. from the U.C. Berkeley 

School of Law in 2011. She is admitted to practice law in the state of Maryland. She also received a 

Masters in Public Health from the Johns Hopkins University. At U.C. Berkeley School of Law, she served 

on the boards of the Law Students for Reproductive Justice and La Raza Student Association. She also 

served as the outreach coordinator for Boalt Hall Women’s Association where she coordinated the 

first women’s health fair for law students and faculty at Boalt. The Boalt Hall Women’s Association also 

awarded her a Herma Hill Kaye Summer Fellowship for her summer internship dedicated to improving 

the health of women through the law. Melissa spent the year following her graduate education as a Law 

Student for Reproductive Justice (LSRJ) public policy and legal fellow at the National Women’s Health 

Network working to increase women’s access to quality and affordable health care. 

MELISSA UPRETI is a human rights lawyer and women’s rights advocate who has spent nearly two 

decades advocating for the recognition and fulfillment of women’s rights in Asia through the use of 

national, regional, and international laws and mechanisms. She currently serves as a member of the UN 

Working Group on Discrimination against Women and Senior Director of Program and Global Advocacy 

for the Center for Women’s Global Leadership at Rutgers University. Upreti has built the capacity of civil 

society organizations to advance and protect human rights, forged strategic partnerships, designed 

programs aimed at empowering women and girls and building movements, held governments 

accountable for violations of human rights through national courts and UN treaty monitoring bodies and 

conceptualized and led groundbreaking initiatives to promote accountability and build local expertise 

and leadership. A Nepalese national, Upreti was born and raised in the United Kingdom. She later lived 

in India and studied law at North Bengal University College of Law, then pursued graduate studies at 

Columbia Law School in the United States, where she is now based.



Center for Human Rights and Global Justice

American Poverty and Human Rights Series

The Center for Human Rights and Global Justice was established in 2002 to 
gather and expand the rich array of human rights research, teaching, clinical, 
internship, and publishing activities at NYU School of Law. CHRGJ generates 
substantive, cutting-edge, and sophisticated research and legal scholarship 
with the aim of making constructive contributions to ongoing policy debates 
relating to human rights. Learn more at chrgj.org 

Against the backdrop of the December 2017 visit to the United States by the 
UN Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights, the Center for 
Human Rights and Global Justice has organized a yearlong programming 
series to explore some of the most salient and distinctive elements of 
American poverty and their multiple and intersecting impacts on human rights.

Through events ranging from lectures and panel discussions to expert 
roundtables and consultations held throughout the 2017-2018 academic year, 
CHRGJ aims to foster dialogue on a broad range of topics and examine whether 
human rights law, institutions, and discourse can enhance our understanding of 
poverty in the United States and contribute toward finding solutions.  
Learn more at chrgj.org/american-poverty-and-human-rights-series


