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QUESTIONS FOR VISION 2030 DELIVERY SECRETARIAT 

1. Does the Secretariat have a response to the preliminary findings of our research? 

2. How does the Secretariat assess the Government’s progress in achieving Universal 

Health Coverage (UHC)? 

The UHC Agenda has made progress towards greater access to healthcare in general. Health 

being a devolved function, it has been one of the key agendas for county governments to 

demonstrate successful service delivery to its people because it directly impacts the masses. 

Hence facilities have been constructed and others revived, as well as private sector has seen 

great potential in taking up the opportunities as they arise. NHIF reforms have been towards 

ensuring affordability of quality health care and therefore a key vehicle to achievement of UHC in 

Kenya. 

3. What changes to policy and practice are anticipated in the next year that will enable 

achievement of UHC in 2022? 

NHIF implements the programme “Social Health Protection Programme” which aims to enhance 

social health protection to targeted populations. The projects under this programme include; The 

Linda Mama Programme/Free maternity Cover for expectant mothers; Health Insurance Subsidy 

Programme (HISP) for the poor; and Health Insurance for the elderly & Persons with Severe 

Disabilities (PWSD). 

 

Support for the private sector 

4. Government policy seeks to strengthen the role of the private sector in achieving UHC. 

What is the Government’s underlying rationale for promoting the private sector in health? 

UHC means that all individuals and communities have access to quality essential health services 

without risk of financial hardship. UHC has created investments opportunities and the 

Government intends to scale up service delivery interventions towards primary healthcare 

approach with support from development partners and private sector investors. 

Private health facilities in Kenya hold a prominent position in terms of cost – effectiveness, diverse 

range of health and related products and services, and good quality services.  

5. What steps is the government taking to ensure that the private sector develops in a way 

that aligns with public health goals, for example that it provides the full range of essential 

services and offers affordable care? 

The Government continues to engage in collaborations and partnerships from various 

international and local partners and institutions to ensure its goals which are in line with global 

goals and commitments are achieved, including the promotion of public private partnerships, 

especially in health infrastructure, technological innovation and service delivery. 



Some of the steps taken by the Government include; establishing of regional cold chains for drugs 

and vaccines to ensure safe and high quality drugs are available in all facilities; expand training 

of health workers for specialized health care; boost manufacturing for health products and 

technologies including medicines, non-pharmaceuticals and medical equipment for local and 

regional markets. 

The role of the NHIF in achieving UHC 

The primary vehicle the government has selected to achieve UHC – the planned nationwide 

expansion of social insurance through the National Hospital Insurance Fund – increases the 

government’s role as a purchaser of private healthcare services while diminishing its role as a 

direct service provider. 

7. What Assessments have been undertaken looking at how this approach will achieve 

UHC, for example how it will improve financial risk protection and access to quality 

essential healthcare services and medicines? Can you share these assessments? 

8. What is the status of the NHIF Bill, 2021? Is the Government still seeking to achieve 

passage of the Bill and, if so, what is the anticipated timeline for passage? 

The NHIF Bill 2021 was passed on 29th September 2021 

9. We are aware of reports that the National Assembly Committee on Health has rejected 

the proposal in the Bill that NHIF membership be made mandatory. If the Government is 

still seeking to make membership mandatory, or has this proposal been dropped? 

 

 

 


