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We cannot formally comment on the research that we’ve not seen and appreciate this is your 
independent report, but are always happy to provide further information about the work we undertake. 
  
In response to some of your points raised we note that as the Netherlands we work toward achievement 
of the SDGs and in the case of Kenya toward achievement of the big 4 agenda on universal health 
coverage. We work with a wide range of stakeholders to tackle structural issues impeding the full 
fulfillment of the right to health. Such stakeholders include government, counties, civil society, human 
rights activists, wider UN system and the private sector (Dutch and Kenyan). The Netherlands for 
instance works with Kenyan civil society and government to tackle structural issues marginalized groups 
face in accessing their right to health. Through community led initiatives we for instance have supported 
organizations of persons with disabilities to organize sessions with duty bearers addressing the 
structural impediments they face as they access their right to health. We also work in this regard with 
Kenyan actors in the context of accessing health services relating to sexual health. We do that through 
strategic partnerships in which local ownership and southern leadership is key, Kenyan organizations 
participate in those partnerships. More information on our focus in this context can be found on the 
website Dutch Development Results: dutchdevelopmentresults.nl (check for Kenya). 
  
As an embassy we also focus on increasing trade relations with Kenya and support business, incl. In the 
health sector, with information on doing business in Kenya. In this regard we for instance organized a 
trade mission to link Dutch and Kenyan partners. It is also through the introduction of enhanced 
technologies that we can work with Kenya on enhancing the quality of healthcare services for all (ex 
assisting Dutch hospitals to partner with Kenyan hospitals to introduce child oncology technology in 
remoter parts of the country). In Kenya we do see that private sector can amplify and accelerate Kenya’s 
commitment to achieving Universal Health Care. Note that these are mostly private initiatives. If there 
are projects that we fund as an embassy these are always assessed also based on their human rights 
impact amongst other things. 
  
Lastly, research on some of the outcomes of the 2013 policy from aid to trade for Kenya is currently 
being undertaken. Once ready it will be posted on the website: Lopend onderzoek – Integratie van hulp, 
handel en investeringen in drie partnerlanden | In uitvoering | Directie Internationaal Onderzoek en 
Beleidsevaluatie (IOB) (iob-evaluatie.nl) 
  

http://dutchdevelopmentresults.nl/
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