
WE, HAITIAN ORGANIZATIONS, CONTINUE TO PROTEST AGAINST NEWMONT 
 
Declaration of Haitian organizations against metal mining in Haiti to defend our rights to 
access land and to water, which are the foundation of life in our communities. 
 
We the undersigned, engaged organizations in Haitian society, particularly in the North of the country, 
raise our voices together to renew our protest against the mining company Newmont in Haiti.  We 
continue to resist all metal mining activities in our country because we believe that there is no way to 
build a gold or other metal mine in Haiti without causing great damage, including that could lead to the 
death of many people.   
 
When we consider population density in Haiti, and that approximately 12 million people live on 27,750 
square kilometers; and consider that there are gold mines in the world that are bigger than the 
Maracaña stadium, the biggest soccer stadium in the world; and that a mining concession measures up 
to 25 square kilometers, we note that there is no way to ensure that metal mining does not occur on 
land where people live. 
 
When we consider that Haiti is already facing a water crisis, and that almost all areas under mining 
permit are in the mountains, which are home to watersheds; and we know that a mining company may 
use 250,000 liters of water every hour of operations, we conclude that metal mining could make a bad 
situation worse.  
 
When we consider the level of vulnerability Haitian people face due to climate disorder, and we know 
that metal mining destroys and poisons the environment, it is impossible for anyone to imagine 
extractive industry activity in Haiti without further degrading the environment.   
 
For these reasons and others that we have not mentioned, we decide to bring our energy and force 
together to continue to fight against all types of extractive projects that would make our lives more 
difficult in this country.  We decide to stand up against Newmont, which we consider a demon that will 
destroy life on this planet.  Activist Samuel Nesner, from the Northwest of Haiti, had the chance to 
visit the mines that Newmont operates in the Ahafo region of Ghana.  We know that Newmont has 
the most prospection and research permits on Haitian territory, and although according to the Mining 
Law these permits have expired, we understand that Newmont retains their interest in developing 
mines in Haiti.  We cannot tolerate a disaster like that in Ghana in our own country. 
 
We commemorate this occasion by launching a call to all communities in the world that are suffering 
under Newmont operations or under the threat of mining to bring our strength and energy together to 
defend our lives.   
 
We ask for solidarity from people worldwide who believe in the defense of the right to land, the right 
to water, the right to a healthy environment, and the right to life in general.  All engaged citizens of the 
world, join us as we demand Newmont to respect the rights of communities and cease any plan to 
build mines to extract minerals in Haiti. 
 
We do not agree with metal mining in Haiti! 
We need reforestation projects! 
We need water infrastructure projects! 
 
Haiti, 24 Avril 2023 
 
Authentication:  Samuel NESNER, samuelnesner537@gmail.com, +509 4354 5577, +509 3756 2172 
                 Castin MILOSTENE, milocastin@yahoo.fr , +509 3275 8867 
 



Signatory Organizations  
 
# Organization Representative Location 
1 ASOSYASYON KILTIREL SOKIJA (Haitian 

Cultural Association, AKS) 
Samuel Nesner Port-de-Paix 

2 Tèt kole ti peyizan Ayisyen rejyon nòdwès (Haitian 
Peasants Heads Together) 

Pierre Joseph Northwest 

3 Inisyativ Fanm Ayisyèn (Women’s Initiative, Haiti, 
IFA) 

Roselène Etiènne Jean Rabel 

4 Kòdinasyon òganizasyon Peyizan Ba Basenble 
(Coordination of Peasant Organizations in Ba 
Basenble, KOPBB) 

Nernel Navid Bassin Bleu 

5 Rezo òganizasyon Nòdwès (Network or 
Organizations in the Northwest) 

Kerby Joseph Northwest 

6 Abitan Ayisyen Pou Devlòpman Agrikòl (Haitian 
Inhabitants for Agricultural Development) 

Apoleon 
TROMPE 

Lakwa Sen 
Jozèf 

7 Asosyasyon Travayè Roger Bananier blen (Workers’ 
Association Roger Babanier, ATRB) 

Rosly Rosima Jean Rabel 

8 Inyon Peyizan Tèt Kole Mawotyè (Peasants Unity 
of Peasants Heads Together Mawotyè, IPTKMA) 

Dirogène 
Monmuste 

Mawotyè 

9 Organisation Paysanne pour le Development de 
Fond-Ramadou (Peasants’ Organization for the 
Development of Fond-Ramadou, OPDF) 

Odelin  Guilbeau Jean Rabel 

10 Misyon òganizasyon Peyizan Mòl Sen Nikola 
(Peasants’ Organization Mole St. Nicolas, MOPM) 

Wilner Nortilus Mole St. 
Nicolas 

11 Organisation des Paysans devoues pour la 
Developement de La Montagne (Peasants’ 
Organization for the Development of La 
Montagne, OPDDEM) 

Beronnony Bien-
Aime 

La Montagne 
Jean Rabel 

12 Association Paysanne pour le Development Grand 
Mare-rouge (Association of Peasants for the 
Deevelopment of Grand Mare-Rouge, APDGM) 

Nerlande 
Demannoir 

Mare-rouge 

13 Tèt kole ti Peyizan Ayisyen rejyon Nòdès (Haitian 
Peasants’ Heads Together for the Northeast) 

Elifaite Joseph Northwest 

14 Centre de Formation pour l’Entraide et le 
Development Communautaire (Training Center for 
Community Development, CEFEDEC) 

Jacner 
CHARLES 

La Victoir 

15 Action pour la Reforestation et la Defense de 
l’Environement (Action for Reforestation and 
Defense of the Environment, AREDE) 

Castin Milostène Trou du Nord 

16 Kòdinasyon Rezistans Kont Eksplwatasyon Min 
nan Katye Mòren (Coordination for the Resistance 
Against Metal Mining in Quartier Morin, 
KREMKAM) 

Maxène Joseph Quartier 
Morin 

 
Recent publications related to mining resistance in Haiti: 

- Land Grabs in Haiti are on the Rise, While Mining Poses Another Threat, Open Global Rights 
(2022), https ://www.openglobalrights.org/Land-grabs-Haiti-mining-threat-extractives-
industry/ 

- Public hearing IACHR 181 session :  Impact of Extractive Industries on Human Rights and Climate 
Change in the Caribbean (Tuesday, October 26, 2021) 
https ://www.oas.org/en/IACHR/Sessions/Default.asp?S=181  



- Community Organizations in Haiti Say No to Newmont, Earthworks (May 18, 
2020), :https://earthworks.org/blog/community-organizations-in-haiti-say-no-to-newmont/ 

- Global Justice Clinic Partner Message to Newmont:  NO to Gold Mining in Haiti (April 21, 
2020), https://chrgj.org/2020/04/21/global-justice-clinic-partner-message-to-newmont-no-to-
gold-mining-in-haiti/  

 
 
 
 
 


